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RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents Date: April 22, 2002 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This election is filed in response to the Office Action dated February 20, 2002 
(Paper No. 9). Concurrently filed with this response is a Petition for Extension of Time 
for one month. In the Office Action, the Examiner identified three distinct inventions. 
The Examiner required the Applicants, under 35 U.S.C. §121, to elect a single invention 
for prosecution. The two inventions identified by the Examiner are: 

I. Claims 1-6 and 10-16, drawn to test socket apparatus; 

II: Claims 7, 17 and 18, drawn to method of manufacturing a test contact; 

III: Claims 8 and 19, drawn to method of use of a contact of a test socket. 



Pursuant to the Examiner's requirement, the Applicants elect Group I. species of 
Fi gure 4. subspecies where the tip has the form as shown in Figure 12. It is understood 
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claims 7-8 and 17-19 will be withdrawn from prosecution. Applicants reserve the right to 
file divisional applications. 

An earlier examination and favorable action on claims 1-6 and 10-16 are 
respectfully requested. 

In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, Applicants hereby 
petition for an appropriate extension of time. The Commissioner is authorized to charge 
payment for any additional fees which may be required with respect to this paper to our 
Deposit Account No. 02-4800. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, DoANE r Sjz^cteR & Mathis, L.L.P. 





Ellen Marcie Emas 
Registration No. 32,131 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



Date: April 22, 2002 



